
Liesl Theron is the founder of Gender DynamiX, the first (and currently only) African-based organization solely 

focusing on the transgender community.  Liesl is actively involved in the organized  LGBT sector of South Africa as 

a member of the Joint Working Group (JWG) and the Good Hope Metropolitan Community Church (GHMCC), a 

board member at Pan Africa ILGA (International Gay and Lesbian Association), the “Expert” on Health24's 

Transgender Forum.  She was selected by the African Regional Sexuality Resource Centre, based in Lagos, Nigeria, 

for the 4th annual Sexuality Leadership Development Fellowship in July 2007 which included a post fellowship 

research. Her subsequent research, “[Un]accessible shelters for LGT people in Cape Town,” was accepted for joint 

publication by the Resource Centre in 2008 and she has also published an article in the magazine Sister Namibia.  

Liesl has lectured and spoken at the African Gender Institute at the University of Cape Town, the School of Human 

and Community Development of WITS University, and the South African Council of Applied Psychology.  She 

recently represented Gender DynamiX on Good Hope FM and Radio Sonder Grense (RSG) in Cape Town. 

Tebogo Calvin Nkoana is the second son of Merriam Nkoana and is 21yrs old. Tebogo was born in Pretoria. He 

came out as a transman in 2001 and has been living as male since then. In 2002 he had a calling and entered 

traditional herbal healing school; he graduated the same year in September. He writes, “At the age of six I already 

knew how to differentiate between male and female. I knew that I was in a female body but did not identify as one 

when I was growing up…at the age of 15 I had a calling to become a traditional herbal healer and when my family 

investigated it they discovered that the Ancestor that wanted me to practice the herbal healing was my great 

grandfather….They started to become more accommodating and accepting of my feelings and decisions that I made 

regarding my gender…because they respected my Ancestors wish.”  In 2005 Tebogo graduated from high school, 

and he began working at Gender DynamiX in Cape Town in 2008. He states that he is “very open about sharing his 

experiences of being a Trans at such a young age” with anyone who is interested. 

 

 

 

 


